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BISHOP PAUL’S FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT TO OUR CHURCH

OUR NEW DEACON
On June 28, 2015, During Divine Liturgy, Bishop
Paul ordained Mark Sauskojus as a Deacon.
Shown: Fr. Herman, Bishop Paul, Fr. Deacon
Mark, and his wife Matushka Rebecca (Penny). We
now have 2 Deacons and 3 Matushkas at our
church. Fr. Herman's wife is Matushka Jessica, and
Fr. Dn. John's wife is Matushka Julie. Congratulations to Fr. Dn. Mark on completing his several
years of training. It really takes a lot of dedication
to complete all the requirements when you have to
hold a full time job too. Both of our Deacons have
done this. We are so proud of them and the women
who supported their ambitions.
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Pastor’s Corner
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, to the close of the
age.” – Matthew 28:19-20
The 18th All-American Council, recently
held in Atlanta, Georgia, is the national
convention of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA),
held every three years. This is the highest legislative
body within the OCA. During most All-American Councils, the body of delegates representing the vast majority
of parishes, monasteries and institutions of the OCA,
meet to hear reports, discuss new resolutions and
participate in workshops. It is common for the AllAmerican Council to be assigned a theme around which
the reports, workshops and addresses by various church
entities revolve. This 18th All-American Council adopted
the theme “Expanding the Mission”. The idea behind this
theme was to discuss, plan and implement our high
calling as followers (disciples) of Jesus Christ to fulfill
the Great Commission stated in Matthew 28 above. In
short, the week centered upon the idea of evangelization.
I have attended six All-American Councils in my life,
dating back to the one held in Chicago during the memorable heat wave of July, 1995. Honestly, I cannot
remember a single previous theme assigned to any of the
five prior councils leading up to Atlanta. It seemed the
themes, though well intentioned, were simply not
motivating at all. Though well intentioned, they seemed
to be inwardly focused, rather than looking to the
outside (non-Orthodox) world. As I’ve mentioned to a
few parishioners and clergy: “Prior All-American
Councils seemed to be more of a cheerleading session
about our autocephaly (self-governance/independence
from foreign patriarchates), dwelling on the past with
little vision about the future mission of our OCA.” Quite
honestly, I expected more of the same with Atlanta. I was
wrong in my estimation (and am quite happy to say so!).
This council celebrated our North American spiritual
legacy (with numerous relics of saints present for
veneration), with a special focus on how our American
Saints “expanded the mission.” There were references
made to almost all of our American Saints, starting with
St. Herman of Alaska right down to St. John of San
Francisco. In short, the message was clear: they
preached Christ to a spiritually hungry world, in
imitation of the Apostles – we should do the same!
Preach Christ, not Orthodoxy. Make disciples of all
nations (that is, neighborhoods, families, individuals,
work places, schools, etc.) by bringing the light of Christ
to them. This is a call to evangelize, not in some foreign
way, but
according to the example given to us by the
American Saints, modeled on the actions of the Apostles
and in fulfillment of our Lord’s command (yes,
command!!) to make disciples of all nations.
Our Parish Council has undertaken a fruitful and
exciting discussion about ways we can evangelize in the
name of Christ. We have also begun discussion on
developing a mission statement for our parish. This
mission statement will define who we are as a community and what we feel called to do. All of this is being
done in the spirit of the 18th All-American Council:
Expand the Mission. There will be much more discussed
in future EOPS articles as to how we will fulfill our role
as a church family in “making disciples.” May our Lord
guide our intentions!

Fr. Herman Kincaid

BELL TOWER CELEBRATION
A Moleban of Thanksgiving was
held in February. The Memorial
Service and Bell Tower blessing
celebrated the completion of the
restoration of our Bell Tower. All
who had donated were then invited
to the Wine and Cheese
Reception.
Thank you to Alice
Obmascik for selecting the painted
stone gift each participant
received. It tied in nicely with the theme "Living
Stones" of the restoration project. Fr. Herman and
Fr. Dn. John shown at the celebration.
“O” Club Delegate Attends FOCA Convention
Faith Pommier was our
delegate to the yearly FOCA
convention held this year in
Atlanta, Georgia, July 18-20.
Metropolitan Tikhon called it a
“historic first” that FOCA held
its 89th annual national convention in conjunction with the
Orthodox Church in America’s
18th All American Council.
Faith reported that there was
sight-seeing or golf available on
Saturday. On Sunday morning
Metropolitan Tikhon and the Holy Synod of
Bishops concelebrated the Divine Liturgy for the
FOCA conventioneers and for those arriving early
for the AAC, due to start on Monday.

At the FOCA banquet, Sunday evening, there was a
surprise presentation made when FOCA President
Tesar called upon Archbishop Michael of NY and
NJ. As he is also the rector of St. Tikhon’s
Seminary, she presented him with a ceremonial
check for $300,000.00 which represented FOCA’s
successful commitment to the “Married Student
Housing Drive.”
Many FOCA members stayed for the AAC serving
as delegates, observers and youth program
participants.
Chicago will host the 90th FOCA convention at
Loews Chicago O’Hare Hotel in Rosemont, July 2225, 2016 and Philadelphia will be the host city in
2017.
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PHASE 2 CHURCH ICONOGRAPHY COMPLETED

PAGE 3

Master iconographer Fr.
Theodore Jurewicz and his
son John completed the
second phase of our planned
project. He previously did
the small icons in our
iconostasis, and the large
wall frescos in the altar
area.
On this visit he
completed the facade of the
choir loft with depictions of
scenes from the life of the
Virgin Mary. He will be back
next spring to start on the
upper walls.
Bishop Paul was at our
church on June 27, 2015, to
bless the latest iconography.

RECEPTION OF HAAK FAMILY INTO THE
CHURCH, MAY 30, 2015
Matthew, Anna, Adeline, Eloise and
Margorie Haak with Fr. Herman and their
sponsors Nicholas and Tawnya Provenzano.

AMY BELAIR AND TED
PEART CROWNED IN
MARRIAGE ON APRIL 19,
2015

MARISSA KORANDA AND
ETHAN RUCKER
CROWNED IN MARRIAGE
ON JULY 5, 2015
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ORTHODOXY AROUND THE WORLD

READER, DR. EMIL TRIPA GUEST SOLOIST

June 16, 2015 Metropolitan Tikhon and members of the
Executive Committee of the Assembly of Canonical
Bishops of the USA met with His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew at the Phanar in Istanbul, Turkey.

Sarah Halko's Summer Trip Fighting Cancer on 2
Wheels

April 23, 2015 Metropolitan Tikhon joined heads of
the church and representatives of many foreign
governments for the 100 year anniversary and
honoring of the dead at the Genocide Memorial.
He also participated in a “Global Forum Against the
Crime of Genocide” in Armenia.
After the OCA delegation left the mountains of
Armenia from Yerevan, they drove to the Georgia
border and were warmly welcomed at the border by
his Eminence, Metropolitan Gerasione, who was
accompanied by bishops and clergy. Also, on this
trip they were hosted to a gala dinner and a concert
by the Patriarch of Georgia.

April 26, 2015 Metropolitan Tikhon concelebrated
with His Holiness and Beaitude CatholicosPatriarch Ilia II of all Georgia.
The Orthodox Churches of Georgia and America
have always had a close relationship as the former
was one of the first to recognize the autocephaly of
the OCA.

This past spring Emil sang with the Ecclesia Choir
directed by Timothy Woods. He sang, "Awed by the
Beauty" which is a hymn to the Theotokos.
Our choir director, John Sutko, and a good
number of our members attended, and enjoyed the concert, especially Emil's solo. Mr Sutko said the selection was perfect for a tenor voice, and that Emil
sang with feeling similar to the way he reads and
chants the many sections of the Matins service and
many
of
our
service
readings.
The concert called "Chant and Polyphony of the
Eastern and Western Christian World" was held at
Annunciation Church in Homer Glen.
Sarah Halko's Summer Trip
Fighting Cancer on 2 Wheels

Sarah Halko, a recent graduate of the U. Of I.,
Urbana joined "Illini 4000" on their yearly bike
ride to Raise Cancer Awareness and Family Assistance. As our church donates to a different charity
each month, the Parish Council voted to make a
donation to "Illini 4000" and become one of her
sponsors.
Sarah had to buy her bike and uniform, and she
had to agree to bike 70 miles a day, from May 25 to
Aug. 2. They traveled from New York to San Francisco. They stayed at some churches along the way
and interviewed survivors, care takers, etc.
This group of 30 didn't know each other before
joining, but they trained together for the arduous
trip. While building muscles, they also learned
about first aid, rules of the road for bike riders,
safety precautions, etc.
WELL DONE SARAH. WE ARE PROUD OF WHAT
YOU DID!
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MEMORY ETERNAL
Fr. Herman performs another
Military Funeral at Evergreen
Cemetery

John Kotkovich fell asleep in
The Lord on May 18, 2015. He enrolled in the U.S.
Army Air Corp during WWII at
the age of 17 with his parents
consent.
He loved planes,
photography, and singing with
our church choir with his wife
Dorothy, who fell asleep in The
Lord a few years ago. He also
sang with the Russian Male
Chorus. John was usually the
first to arrive at church on
Sunday mornings.
His sons,
family, friends and dog Brandy
deeply miss him. His sons knew their dad well
and drove the beloved Mercury to the cemetery.
Thomas J. Raschke, dear husband of parishioner Mary, fell
asleep in The Lord on May 27,
2015.
Tom was not a parishioner, but
he supported Mary in all her
endeavors. He helped with the
Annual Cookie Sale, that Mary
always chairs, even doing the
baking himself for many
years. We remember that he
also made us a big pot of vegetable soup, and cranberry sauce for a special Lenten meal. He was a
devoted husband for 49 years.

YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT

April 25, 2015 Fr. Dn. John organized the group
who worked at the Northern Illinois Food Bank in
Geneva, Ill. Thanks to Deacon John and to all who
participated in this worthy event.
CHURCH SCHOOL END OF YEAR CELEBRATION
May 24, Matushka Jessica and Fr. Herman handed
out "Journey to Pascha Awards”.

LARISSA & PAUL PLAY CARNEGIE HALL
As the old saying
goes, “How do you
get to Carnegie
Hall?
Practice,
P r a c t i c e ,
Practice.” That is
exactly
what
Larissa and Paul
Gurnic did, along
with 350 other
Downers Grove District 99 band members.
In March, 2015, the Gurnics were able to
participate in a three hour concert at the famed
concert hall. The concert included selections from
the two top bands from Downers Grove South and
Downers Grove North high schools, also featuring
solos from the principal clarinetist and concertmaster for the United States Air Force Band, and
the principal
violinist for the White House
Orchestra. The concert concluded with a performance of the original version of George Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue.
This
was
truly
a
once-in-a-lifetime
experience. How many people can say they have
played at Carnegie Hall? Now our own Larissa and
Paul can say they did!

After the presentation, lunch, and photos were
taken, they went to enjoy some trampoline fun.

Congratulations to Nick Moore, our only high
school graduate this term. He goes to college this
fall. Fr. Herman presented Nick with a bible.
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CALENDAR

Annual White Sox Parish Outing
SEPT
OCT

NOV

13—CHURCH SCHOOL STARTS
13—ALL PARISH PHOTO DAY
14—ELEVATION OF THE CROSS
17—SYNERGY SYMPOSIUM at HOLY
RESURRECTION SERBIAN CATHEDRAL,
CHICAGO
1—DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS
11—VETERANS DAY
26—THANKSGIVING

Every year the kids
have had a different
style of water slide.

Fr. Herman's kids explore the top deck.

Andrew, on the left,
has been here often,
but it was Nathaniel's
first time. You can tell
he liked it.

There was supposed to
be a storm, but it didn't
happen, the day was
beautiful, as was Ella's
smile.
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Return Service Requested

Hi jinks and
friendship at our
annual Kermesh,
July 19. 2015, also
thanks to all who
brought a dish to
share. The food
was wonderful.

