
DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS 

    The Feast of the Dormition, or falling asleep of the Theotokos 

is sometimes called the Assumption, commemorates the death,     

                           resurrection, and glorification of                   

                            Christ's mother.  The Feast Day of                  the   

                            Dormition is celebrated on August                    

                                15.  It is the custom of our church,                     

and other            churches too, to bless flowers on that day.      

This tradition commemorates the opening of the Virgin Mary’s 

tomb three days after Her falling asleep. All 

that was found inside were aromatic,      

beautiful flowers—her body had been taken to 

Paradise. We recreate the Virgin’s tomb in     

               our church for this feast. 
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Our wonderful iconographer Fr. Ted returned this year to paint the magnificent              
"Dormition of the Theotokos" in our choir loft.  Below, we can see his previous paintings 

of the life of the Theotokos.  Then across our church, on the facing wall, is the first    

painting that he created of her above the altar of our church.  
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WEEPING ICONS 

Recent visitors to our area. 
 

Left: Kardiotissa, or Tender Heart 

from Taylor, PA. 
 

Right: Iveron Icon from Hawaii. 

CHAPLAIN’S 

CORNER 
PENTACOST SECOND MOST IMPORTANT DAY AFTER 

THE RESURRECTION 

Chaplain Herman Kincaid 

Pentecost is always celebrated 50 days after Easter, this year on 

June 4.  

                      

                              Journey to Seattle 
 

The U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps holds an 

annual professional development         

conference for all chaplains. This year I 

attended a session held in Seattle. The 

theme of this year’s conference focused 

on the role of the chaplain in the          

aftermath of a violent event. Two world    

renowned law enforcement professionals 

taught the sessions. Real world scenarios 

of violent events were presented to us for 

consideration and discussion. We were challenged to discern 

our role as chaplains in the event we encountered a similar 

situation. The great challenge for us as chaplains is our     

confidentiality. For Orthodox Christians, we are used to   

disclosing sensitive information to our priests, with the un-

derstanding that he keeps it confidential. (As a side note: 

every priest I’ve met-including myself-treats all                 

conversations in their parish as confidential, handling the 

content of those interactions with the same level of secrecy as 

a formal Confession.) Military chaplains are the only      

members of the Armed Forces to exercise a similar privilege 

of complete confidentiality. Unlike medical professionals and 

counselors in the military, we chaplains are not mandatory 

reporters of violent acts. This presents a tremendous         

challenge to keep others safe, while at the same time       

maintaining confidentiality. How do we respond when   

someone tells us that they want to bring harm to themselves 

or others? The answer is complicated. For example, let’s say 

a sailor arrives at the chaplain’s office and discloses his     

intent to blow up the ship. What does the chaplain do? If the 

chaplain calls authorities and reports the sailor’s intent, the 

chaplain has violated the Chaplain Corps’ sacred code of 

confidentiality. Most would agree that the chaplain will stick 

with that individual, thus physically preventing them from 

carrying out their destructive intentions, all the while        

preserving confidentiality. This is a textbook scenario studied 

by chaplains, but one that illustrates the challenge of         

preserving our ethical code and also protecting others. This 

professional development session also introduced ways to 

mediate violent situations with the hope of preserving life and 

keeping others from harm. In the end, it is an issue of trust. 

The chaplain must be engaged in the life of those charged to 

their care.  

 
 

While in the Seattle area, I was 

blessed to have dinner with our 

very own Larissa Gurnic, who 

is stationed in the area as an 

Army Military Police Officer. 

I’m happy to report that 

Larissa is well and progressing 

in her military career. We are 

very proud of her honorable 

service. Please keep her in your 

prayers!  
 

Metropolitan Iakovos fell asleep in the Lord 

unexpectedly on June 2 after surgery.  For 38 

years he served in Chicago as the leader of the 

Greek Orthodox Church.  The Metropolis of 

Chicago consists of 34 parishes in Illinois,  

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, and    

northern Indiana. He was enthroned in 1979 

and remained  active in his ministry until his 

death. During his  tenure the church increased in several   

initiatives, especially philanthropy, and social justice          

according to a statement issued by the church.  Metropolitan 

Nicholas of Detroit was named as temporary substitute until a 

successor is named. 

In the Church’s annual liturgical 

cycle, Pentecost is “the last and 

great day.” It is the celebration by 

the Church of the coming of the 

Holy Spirit as the end—the 

achievement and fulfillment—of 

the entire history of salvation. For 

the same reason, however, it is also 

the celebration of the beginning: it 

is the “birthday” of the Church as 

the presence among us of the Holy 

Spirit, of the new life in Christ, of 

grace, knowledge, adoption to God 

and holiness.                                    

Pentecost is also the Feast of the Trinity, since it is 

the Holy Spirit Who reveals Christ and Christ is 

the perfect image of the Father.  This icon was  

created by Russia's most renown iconographer 

Andre Rublev.  It is extremely valuable, and is 

kept at the Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow in a   

special glass cabinet with humidity and temperature controls.  

Since 1997 it is only moved from the Andre Rublev Room to 

the Tretyakov Gallery's church every Pentecost. 
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Archpriest John Adamcio & 

Matuska Melania 

John is the 8th person to receive this award. 

Bishop Paul presenting newly ordained Priest Alexander. 

Fr. Alexander 

grew up in our 

church and 

wanted to be         

ordained here.         

Following Fr. 

Adamcio’s     

retirement,      

Fr. Alexander 

was assigned to 

Holy Trinity           

Cathedral. 

AXIOS AXIOS, 

HE IS WORTHY 

was proclaimed 

by all. 

Dn. Alexander Koranda ordained to the Priesthood on May 6, 

2017 with family members present. 

WE WELCOME BISHOP PAUL 

Matuska Kyriake and Fr. Alexander 

The Holy Synod of Bishops awarded John Sutko the  Order of 

St. Romanos. Metropolitan Tikhon wished to present it, but a 

storm out east prevented his flight. 

The St. Romanos award was  

created in 2014 to honor      

influential composers,           

arrangers, teachers and            

conductors. 

Holy Trinity Cathedral 
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Natasha Smak’s son, 

Joshua won 1st place at 

the Riverside Chess 

Scholars Tournament. 

JFK born on Memorial Day 

1917 

100 Years Ago 

We wish all three success.  

College graduate Natalia 

Ogurkiewicz, earned a   

double major in Political 

Science and Criminology, 

going on to De Paul School 

of Law from whom she  

received a merit          

scholarship 

June 6th is National Donut Day. 

 

DID U KNOW 

These are all 40 years ago 

Ana Treanor, daughter of 

Jennifer, was in the     

ensemble production of 

the Little Mermaid at   

Little Mountain          

Community Theater in 

Lemont, in July. 

First Star Wars 

Movie 

MORE ON THE 85TH 

Thank you to the 85th Committee 

for putting together a great event: 

Fr. Herman & Mat. Jessica, Dn. 

David Kenny & Mat. Macrina 

(Debra), Barry & Debra Koncel, 

Matt & Anna Haak and Casey & 

Laura Moore. Thanks to Bishop 

Paul & the clergy members for attending. Thanks to 

the great speakers. Everyone enjoyed the food, the 

presentations and the camaraderie. 

Betsy Ross did 

not receive 

credit for sewing 

the first    

American flag 

until 40 years 

after her death.  

Anna Barannikova, shown 

with her mom, graduated 

from Illinois Math &   

Science Academy (IMSA), 

on to U of I, Urbana, IL., 

to study Molecular       

Biology.  

 

Gabriel Lovero High 

School graduate going on 

to New York City to study 

acting at the  American 

Academy of Arts. 

  

Fr. Herman was 1 year old 

First Apple Computer 

The Bee Gees first 

sang “How Deep is 

Your Love” 

Elvis Presley died on August 

16th 

The Salvation Army  

starts making doughnuts 

for our troops overseas. 

What famous Cubs player     

recently gave donuts to his    

wedding guests? 
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Thank you to 

Bishop Paul for 

serving liturgy 

on the exact day 

of the 85th          

Anniversary of 

our church, on 

April 20th. 

Also, a thank 

you to Jennifer        

Treanor for  

conducting the 

choir that day. 

See page 4 for more about the 85th Anniversary. 

ST. PETER & ST. PAUL CHURCH CELEBRATES 85 YEARS 
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CALENDAR 
09—FR. STEPHEN KARAFFA GOLF OUTING 

10—FIRST DAY OF CHURCH SCHOOL 

10—ALL PARISH PHOTO 

11—12 DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY, BROADVIEW HEIGHTS, OH.  

21—SYNERGY SYMPOSIUM, ST. GEORGE CHURCH , CICERO, IL 

06—DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 

23—THANKSGIVING 

 
SEPT 
 
 
OCT 
 
NOV 
 

The Diocese of the Midwest 

Chancery Office is staffed by 

Philip Sokolov, secretary to 

Bishop Paul.  We are happy to 

say that he also is our once a 

month choir director when  

Emil Tripa has to be            

elsewhere.  The situation 

works out great for every one. 

Philip was both secretary to 

Bishop Paul, and full time 

choir director at Christ the 

Savior Church.  His wife 

Marie, sang in his choir, and 

for the Lyric Opera, and they 

had a little son.  Everything changed in their lives when    

triplets arrived 16 months ago.  Their now 4 year old son, has 

3 sisters, who are not identical, thank goodness, we 

think,  but Phillip had to quit working as a full time choir 

director.  It was all too much. 

 Reflecting on his life as it is now, he thinks of the blessings 

that have been bestowed on him, his family, his work, and the 

wonderful opportunities that part time choir directing have 

given him, such as directing for his triplets baptism, and   

directing for a priest's ordination. 

Sometimes the family needs the help of a nanny, especially 

when they all come to church, but the lady in this photo is 

Phillip's mother in law, Marilyn.  We welcome this addition 

to our parish family. 

SOMEONE YOU SHOULD KNOW 


