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Choir members 

from several 

churches, led by 

Phillip Sokolov.  

OCA 50th       

Anniversary  

Liturgy with 

Arch Bishop 

Paul & Deanery 

Parishes 2-8-20 

a luncheon   

followed.   

ANNUAL MIDWEST DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY  

The 59th Assembly of the Midwest Diocese Meeting. It was held on October 8, 2020, 

on line, but it brought together 100 Clergy & faithful from all over the Diocese. Fr.     

Herman is the Secretary appointed by the Archbishop, so he had to be at Diocesan 

headquarters. Shirley Bryar, our elected representative for this year, worked from 

home on her computer. We had to read all the reports before the meeting started and 

then vote for their approval. We also voted to approve the reopening of a Monastic 

Community in Marshfield, Mo. thanks to the $20,000 from an anonymous donor.  

Mother Alexander, has been chosen and has agreed to go to Marshfield.  There were 

no new elections this year, as those previously elected to positions had their terms       

extended. 

The history of the Orthodox Church in 

America began with the missionary 

work of the Russian Orthodox Church 

in Alaska. In the 1860’s a parish was 

established in San Francisco by    

S e r b i a n s ,  R u s s i a n s ,  a n d 

Greeks. Soon, there were parishes all 

across the country. Then came a time 

where there was a great wave of    

Orthodox immigrants from Europe and the Middle East, and more churches were    

established. 

    In 1917 the Bolshevik Revolution brought communion between the churches of 

North America and Russia to an almost complete halt. Finally, in 1970, full communion 

was restored and the Patriarch of Moscow officially granted the OCA Autocephaly, or 

self-governing administrative status. We were not able to celebrate this anniversary as 

we all wished, due to the pandemic.  

1, Diocesan   

Hierarch: His 
Eminence, Most 
Reverend  Paul   
Archbishop of 
Chicago & the 
Midwest  
2. Diocesan 

Chancellor: Very 
Reverend John 

Zdinak   3. Diocesan Secretary: Reverend Herman Kincaid   4. Diocesan Treasurer: 

Robert Koncel  

1 2 3 4 

DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST ADMINISTRATORS 

5. Fr. Herman  

6. Shirley Bryar  

7. Mother Alexander 

8. Monastic           

Community in   

Marshfield, MO 
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50th Wedding 

Anniversary of 

David & Linda 

Wanaski  on   

October 11th. 

2020 Annual golf Tournament 

had to be attended on 2 separate 

dates due to rain.  

On March 7, 2020 Feed My 

Starving Children, Schaumburg, 

IL. Kristy Brown, Barry Koncel, 

Dave Kenny & Fr. Herman & 

their kids helped pack food for 

those in need.  

Church School 

As of 11-29-20, Sunday School 

Classes were cancelled until       

1-29-21.  Any questions contact 

Mat. Jessica. Watch Jenna Tre-

anor’s 2020 Children’s Yolka on 

Mat. Jessica’s Face Book 

page.  It‘s great!  

On January 17, 2021, Archbishop Paul visited our church to elevate 

Fr. Herman to Archpriest and to award Deacon Mark Saukojus the 

double orarion. 

After that day’s church service, the Archbishop Bishop, Archpriest 

Fr. Herman and those who wished to participate in this year’s March 

For Life Drive-By Rally left for Carmel Catholic High School in     

Mundelein, where the Archbishop gave a speech.  No photos were 

available this year. 
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Chapel on grounds of Mount of 

Olives where we went to church 

for Sunday Liturgy. 

The     

footsteps 

of Christ  

inside the 

building. 

JOHN THE BAPTIST & THE MOUNT OF OLIVES  

Last year some of us took a trip to 

the Holy Land with Bishop Paul. 

This is the site where we attended 

Sunday Liturgy at the Russian 

Women’s Monastery. (It was the 

third time I had traveled to the 

Holy Land.) Got to climb the tower 

the first time, when I came with 

St. Vladimir’s Seminary and on 

the second trip, my group got to 

visit the Chapel where the Head 

of St. John the Baptist was found. 

Still haven’t visited the little chapel 

dedicated to the spot where Christ 

ascended. 

John the Baptist is 

also called John 

the Forerunner, 

because he was 

the   forerunner of 

Christ. He was 

also, the cousin of 

Christ, was born 

about 6 months 

before him and he was also the 

last of the Prophets. 

John spent his early years in the 

mountainous area of Judaea,   

between Jerusalem and the Dead 

Sea. He led a simple life, wearing 

simple fiber clothing and eating 

“locusts and wild  honey”  

(Matt. 3:4). 

As an adult, 

he started 

preaching in 

public about 

turning away 

from selfish 

pursuits. His 

words stirred 

interest and  people came from all 

over to see him on the banks of 

the Jordan River. There, he    

baptized thousands, including   

Jesus. (Matt. 3-5). 

His public ministry came to a 

close probably about 6 months 

later when he was put in prison by 

Herod, because he accused 

Herod of being in sin for having 

taken to himself the wife of his 

brother Phillip. (Luke 3:19). The 

jail was in the   

c a s t l e  o f 

Machaerus and 

here he was       

beheaded by the 

order of Herod. 

Later tradition        

I m p l i c a t e s         

S a l o m e .  H i s            

disciples buried the headless 

body in a grave. 

Also on 

this site is 

the spot 

where 

Christ     

Ascended. 

 

Spot where St. John’s head was 

found. 

The wings represent 

his earthly angelic life, 

one who is not tied to 

earthly desires and 

possessions. He is the 

image of monastics 

who try to live a life 

detached from material 

possessions, an earthly angelic life.  



PAGE 4                                         FALL/WINTER 2020-2021 
 

   

Twins James & Kelly     

Vranas & parents Pete & 

Dr .  Chr is t ine.  Ke l ly          

attending U of I, Urbana, 

IL., James, U of Iowa,    

Mechanical Engr. major. 

 

 

Dani Boehm, parents Tom & 

Erica & brother Martin. She 

is attending Clarke U. in 

Iowa. 

 

 

Michael Nacik, grandparents Joanne & John 

Nacik. Michael graduated Suma Cum Laude 

and is attending DePaul U., Chicago, majoring 

in Music Education. 

 

Adam & Abe Mezyed, 

grandparents Pamela & 

John Morgucz Adam   

graduated from 8th grade 

and Abe from Downers 

Grove South High School. 

 

Mason Obmascik, grandson of John & Alice graduated from 

Bolingbrook High School & will attend Joliet   

Junior College until the     pandemic is over. 

 

Ana Sutko, parents Steve & 

Sandy. Ana received the 

2020 Heart & Hustle Award 

& Softball Scholarship to 

Moraine Valley Community 

College. 

Casey Grey grandson 

of John & Alice        

Obmascik, graduated from Wheaton 

North & got to participate in a fun 

march around Wheaton High 

School. Will attend Butler University 

in fall studying business. 

Fr. Herman has been 

streaming services 

from church & from his 

home since Easter.  

A big thank you to  

Alice Obmascik for the 

appropriate outdoor 

Easter flower outdoor 

display.  

OUR (MOSTLY) 2020 HIGH SCHOOL GRADS  
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Veterans Day Prayer:  

We salute those who served in 

uniform: Matthew Adams, Joseph 

Banchak, Bob Ciolino, Alex     

Demetzensky, Alex Demetzensky 

II, Ed Dettloff, James Dremak, 

Mike Halko, Ken Juhas, Annie 

Lynch, Ervin Mihalko, John Nacik, 

J o h n  O b m a s c i k ,  D u k e              

Jovanovich, Richard Palandech, 

Charles Pinkowski, Daniel       

Prokop, Joseph Stefanisin, Nick 

Sutko, Jon Tsakopoulos, Hans 

Taulien, David Wanaski, Larissa 

Gurnic. May God bless you!  

 

Blessing of Our Pets 

A thank you to Matuska Jessica for the special Sunday School distancing because of the pandemic.   

Nate Kincaid’s First 

Soccer Game, which 

he said that they won.  

O Master, Lord our God, Who has      

authority over all of creation: We pray to 

You, and we intercede   before You, that 

as You brought into being and blessed 

all of the animals and creatures that    

inhabit the earth, and appointed them to 

be subject to our care and dominion over 

them, bless now our pets which we are 

well-pleased to receive as our            

companions upon the earth. Grant that 

each pet here may be treasured with 

care so that we may love and honor all 

your marvelous works. May we continue 

to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your 

abundant creation manifested in our pets 

with thankfulness of heart. Count us     

worthy to always offer You thanksgiving, 

to tell of Your most-gracious benefits, 

and to sing praises to You, O Lord      

Jesus Christ, together with Your Father 

from everlasting, and Your Most-holy, 

Good, and Life-Creating Spirit; now and 

ever and unto ages of ages!  



 

 

 
St. Peter & St. Paul Orthodox Church 
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Every 10 years the live 

production of the      

Passion Play is         

presented in the        

v i l l a g e  o f           

O b e r a m m e r g a u ,        

Germany.  

Many of the villagers take part in the enactment. 

But, not this year, due 

to the corona virus that 

has killed so many 

throughout the world. 

But, we already know of 

one Travel Agency that 

is booking tours for this 

event to be performed 

in 2022. 

Thank you to, John Replyuk 

for chairing this event  and to 

Fr. Herman, Andrew Kincaid, 

Leah and Dennis Gurnic, Deb 

and Barry Koncel,  Greg     

Erbstoesser, Emil Tripa, Nada 

Jensen, Faith Pommier, Pam 

and John Morgucz, Tom Sedor, Sevasti Bergstrom 

 who helped                                                                           

cleanup                                          

our parish  

 grounds.  

MEMORY ETERNAL 

His Eminence, Archbishop David of 

Sitka & Alaska fell asleep in the Lord 

on 11-27-20 after a grave   

llness.  We had a service for him & 

for Metropolitan Theodosius on      

11-28.  

We are again supporting the Illinois 

Department of Children & Family   

Services in their Foster Child Care 

Program.  Each of us parishioners, 

who participate, choose a child’s Wish 

List and buy something from that list, 

or some guardians ask for a gift      

certificate. 

Thank you to a Bonnie Kriescher for again chairing 

this event.  It was harder for her this year as she 

had to contact us by email instead of in person as 

usual.  November 29, was the day that Bonnie had 

to bring our gifts to a drop off site.  We hope that the 

gifts we chose will bring a little happiness to these 

Foster kids. 

Church School Service Project-Blessing Bags 

Our  church  schoo l          

children have once again 

collected items such as 

warm socks, Chapstick, 

hand warmers, first aid kits, 

snacks, and gift cards that 

they packed into “Blessing 

Bags.”  They are now    

available in our entryway 

so parishioners can 

take a few to keep in 

their car for when they 

encounter someone in 

need.  
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